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IF SOMETHING IS LEGAL, DOES THAT MEAN IT IS RIGHT IN GOD’S SIGHT? 
 

 God’s wisdom is far above man’s (Isaiah 55:8,9). 

Human reasoning, including the policies of civil 

governments, often is different from God’s. 

Regardless of how one expresses the sentiment, this 

truth shines bright: God’s decrees are above the 

decrees of human governments. God’s law is higher. 

 Many people, including some Christians, are of 

the persuasion that if something is legal, then it is 

acceptable in God’s sight. The Bible does not support 

such a conclusion. I know that a subject such as this 

can stir up strong emotions, but the correct answer to 

our question about legality and rightness cannot be 

determined by emotional appeals.  

 Civil government has a role to play in society. The 

Bible says, “Let every soul be subject to the governing 

authorities . . . and the authorities that exist are 

appointed by God” (Romans 13:1). Furthermore, a 

government ruler is described as “God’s minister” 

(Romans 13:4). Though the Lord does not approve of 

every decision and policy of each government, civil 

governments exist by the authority of God.  

 What is the function of a civil government? Civil 

governments provide and enforce law (Acts 25:10,11). 

Second, civil government punishes evildoers (1 Peter 

2:14). A civil government also is to provide peace and 

stability in society (1 Timothy 2:1,2). It is true that not 
all governments carry out these tasks properly, but that 

is what they are supposed to provide for their citizens.  

 Paul the apostle was a citizen of two kingdoms. 

He was a Christian, and thus a citizen in the Lord’s 

kingdom, the church (Colossians 1:12-14). He also 

was a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37). As a Christian and 

Roman citizen, at times Paul appealed to civil law and 

the privileges which it granted to him. For instance, 

when he was being interrogated by lower-level civil 

officials, he appealed to his right to be tried by the 

emperor of Rome, Caesar himself (Acts 25:10-12). 

Thus, in principle, it is not wrong for a child of God to 

use civil laws to his/her personal benefit or to the 

benefit of the Lord’s Cause. Let us look further.  

 If a civil law forbids a particular activity, that 

does not prove that such an activity is wrong in God’s 

sight. We think of an instance recorded in the book of 

Daniel. The king of the Medo-Persian Empire forbid 

anyone under his rule to make a petition to any “god” 

or man during a thirty-day period. Daniel knew of that 

decree, yet he continued to pray daily to the Lord 

(Daniel 6:7-10). Daniel, though he was a lawbreaker 

when he continued to pray to God, made the right 

decision. No human or group of humans have the right 

to forbid action which the Lord requires.  

 If a civil law requires a particular action, that 

does not prove that such action is pleasing to the Lord. 

We return to the book of Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar, 

king of Babylon, commanded all people under his rule 

to bow down and worship an idol. At least three of 

God’s faithful servants, Azariah, Hananiah, and 

Mishael, refused to do so (Daniel 3). By failing to 

obey the king, they broke the law, yet their action was 

the correct action to take. No civil authorities have the 

right to force humans to commit sin. 

 If a civil law allows a particular action (a 

government neither forbids nor demands it, but gives 

the freedom to do it), that does not prove that such 

action is pleasing to the Lord. Prostitution is legal in 

some locations, but it is a violation of God’s will that 

bed relations are only for those who are married to 

one another (Hebrews 13:4). Worshipping idols is 

allowed by human governments, but that does not 

make this transgression of God’s will acceptable to 

Him. The Bible says to flee idolatry, so idolatry is 

unacceptable, period (1 Corinthians 6:18). 

 Same-gender marriages and adultery are legal 

under some civil laws, but they are a violation of 

God’s teaching. Marriage is for a husband and wife, 

which means a male and female (Matthew 19:4-6). 

When one divorces his wife, not due to her cheating 

on him (that is, committing fornication), if he marries 

another woman, then the relationship he has with that 

second female is adultery (Matthew 19:9), and no civil 

laws can make that relationship pleasing to the Lord.  

 The Lord God is the One who determines what is 

right and wrong. If the decree of a human government 

contradicts God’s standard of truth (John 17:17), then 

what humans say, whether it is a king, queen, sultan, 

prime minister, president, governor, mayor, or 

military council, is wrong and needs to be changed.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 The name “Habakkuk” means “embrace” or 

“embracer.” The Bible records nothing of this man’s 

personal life other than the fact that he was a prophet 

(1:1), meaning He was Jehovah’s spokesman. 

 Historical setting: Habakkuk identifies the 

Chaldeans, meaning the Babylonians, as the ones 

whom God would raise up against Judah/the Southern 

Kingdom (1:6). The message of this book was written 

sometime before the Babylonians’ first attack on 

Judah, which took place in B.C. 606/605.  

 Some key thoughts:  
  Habakkuk is perplexed. How can God see all the 

evil that is going on in Judah and not do something 

about it? How long will it be before God does 

something? (1:2-4). Why do the wicked prosper? 

God’s response was that He was going to do 

something about Judah’s evil: He was going to punish 

them through the Chaldeans (1:5,6). 

  That brought on another perplexing matter for 

Habakkuk: how in the world could God use the 

Chaldeans to punish Judah, when it was obvious that 

the Chaldeans were more wicked than the Lord’s 

people? (1:12-17). God then basically told Habakkuk, 

“Do not worry. After I use Babylon as My instrument 

to punish Judah, Babylon will get what she deserves 

because of her sins” (2:6-20; cf. Jeremiah 25:9-12). 

 In the end, Habakkuk is satisfied with God’s 

explanations and personally responds with this 

sentiment: “Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy 

in the God of my salvation” (3:2,18). 

  “The Book of Habakkuk differs from other books 

of prophecy in one special aspect. Instead of taking 

Jehovah’s message directly to the people, he takes the 

complaint of the people to Jehovah, representing them 

in the complaint” [Homer Hailey, A Commentary on the Minor 

Prophets (Baker Book House: Grand Rapids, MI), 1972, p. 272]. 

 Other notable lessons and reminders:  

 (1) God’s children sometimes have questions about 

God and His activities which they do not understand 

completely. Habakkuk was human. Being human, he 

had some matters that he did not totally comprehend. 

As a lover of his country, Habakkuk was concerned 

that maybe his country was not getting “a fair deal.” It 

may be that Habakkuk really is speaking to God on 

behalf of the entire nation of Judah, expressing 

confusion over why things happen as they do. 

 Habakkuk’s first question is, “How long . . .? (1:2). 

It appears that for some time, Habakkuk has been 

appealing to God with an ongoing request. To this 

point, God had not yet “heard” Habakkuk; that is, He 

had not yet responded like Habakkuk wanted Him to 

since He had not yet “saved” Judah (1:2). The prophet 

next wants to know, “Why?” (1:3). Why does he have 

to see all this evil in Judah’s society that seemingly 

goes unchecked and unpunished? 

 As we contemplate questions about God and His 

actions (or what we may perceive to be a lack of 

action on His part), let us be careful in our attitude and 

speech, always remembering that there is no 

wrongdoing in God (Psalm 92:15). Since God’s 

wisdom is unlimited, He does not need our advice or 

approval (Romans 11:33,34). 

 (2) As God rules in the kingdoms of men (Daniel 

4:17), sometimes He uses wicked people to carry out 

His will. The ones whom God chose to punish His 

children, the nation of Judah, were the wicked 

Chaldeans (1:6,13,14). God referred to King 

Nebuchadnezzar, whom He used to conquer Judah, as 

“My servant” (Jeremiah 25:9). The Babylonians were 

responsible for their own character. Though God used 

them for His purpose, He could not be blamed for 

their wrongdoing (1:7). Yes, God saw the wickedness 

of the Babylonians, pronouncing five “woes” against 

them (2:6,9,12,15,19), and He would, according to His 

own time frame, punish them for such. 

 (3) In every age, those who please God are those 

who live by faith. It is written, “But the just shall live 

by his faith” (2:4). Despite the unrighteousness of 

Judah and Babylon which brought about their 

downfall, a “remnant” could be saved by living by 

faith. Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted three times in the New 

Testament: in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and 

Hebrews 10:38. What kind of faith is it that pleases 

the Lord and causes a soul to be saved? A: Faith that 

acts/obeys out of a heart of love (Galatians 5:6; 

Hebrews 5:9; 10:38-11:40). 

 (4) There is an unmistakable contrast between the 

Lord God and the idols which men serve. It was no 

secret that Babylon served idols (1:11,15,16; 2:18,19). 

Habakkuk points out some major differences between 

idols and the real God of heaven (2:18-20): idols do 

not profit (2:18), but the Lord is of profit – He saves 

(3:13,18); idols are made by men’s hands (2:18), but 

God is the Creator of the universe (Exodus 20:11); an 

idol is a teacher of lies (2:18), but the Lord cannot lie 

(Titus 1:2); idols cannot speak or hear (2:18,19), but 

the Lord does both (2:2; 3:2); idols are dead – there is 

no breath in them (2:19), but God is alive – He speaks 

(2:2); idols are located wherever their human-makers 

place them, but God is in His holy temple (2:20). 

 Most likely, the book of Habakkuk is one of the 

least read books in the Bible. Yet, it contains a 

number of great principles to learn and apply.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE “RED” CLUB?

 The term “RED” which we are using is purely 

fictional; I made it up. But, believe me, the club/ 

group/team which it represents is real, composed of 

people who are very much alive and active. 

 “RED” is the short form of “Run Everybody 

Down.” Are you a member of that club? Do you make 

it your ambition in life to find fault with every fellow 

Christian and every activity of the local church?  

 Most congregations have such people. Some of 

these RED Club members are quite elderly, while 

others are middle-aged and some are still in their 

youth. Some are males; some are females. Some are 

extroverts, while others are introverts. Some hop from 

one congregation to another; others stay at the same 

local church. This club’s membership is open to all! 

That is the way Satan wants it. When it comes to the 

number of people in the RED Club, as the devil sees 

it, the more the merrier. The apostle Paul wrote that 

we are not ignorant of Satan’s devices (2 Corinthians 

2:11). It seems clear that “the god of this age” (2 

Corinthians 4:4) is the CEO of the RED Club, which 

has to be one of his more successful devices. Why 

would he disband the RED Club when it is causing 

such havoc and heartache?! 

 Whom do the RED Club members badmouth? The 

list would be much shorter if we would try to identify 

those about whom they do not “go off!” You name the 

person or group of people, and they can find a way to 

be critical of them. And, they rarely are bashful about 

sharing their strongly-held opinions. They can be 

unmerciful with the song leader(s). Ditto with those 

brothers who lead prayers. What about those who 

teach a class or preach a sermon? They run those 

brothers down, too. Do they find a way to run down 

the elders and deacons? Those are some of their 

favorite targets for criticism. What about evangelists, 

do they go off about them as well? Of course. Who 

else is on the receiving end of their tirades and 

disdain? Small children, the parents of those children, 

teenagers, VBS-planners, bulletin-board decorators, 

announcement-makers, those who clean the church 

building, and, well, just about every other person or 
group of people whom you and I might name.  

 Some members of the Lord’s body are so skilled 

in criticizing that they surely must have earned a 

degree in Criticism from some educational institute. 
They are “pros” at running others down.  

 It pains me to acknowledge it, but it feels like 

some of God’s children never have anything good to 

say about anyone in the church . . . ever. I take that 

back: some of them might have a good word or two to 

say about those who are in their little clique.  

 Bible students are familiar with the fact that Paul 

rebuked Peter to his face (Galatians 2:11-14), Jesus 

publicly labeled scribes and Pharisees as being 

hypocrites (Matthew 23), Peter warned of false 

teachers and their cunning approach (2 Peter 2:1-17), 

and those who preach God’s word are charged to 

convince, rebuke, and exhort (2 Timothy 4:2,5). Sin is 

serious stuff, causing separation from the God of 

heaven (Isaiah 59:1,2). It is horrible to think of people 

being separated from the Lord in this life. It is even 

more awful to think of their eternal separation from 

Him (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Unchecked immorality 

(1 Corinthians 5:1-7) and lukewarmness (Revelation 

3:15-17) can corrupt an entire congregation. It is the 

plain duty of God’s saints to expose the unfruitful 

works of darkness (Ephesians 5:11). 

 There always is a need for God’s people to take a 

look inwardly to see how they are measuring up to His 

will (2 Corinthians 13:5). Are we failing to do 

something that the Lord instructs us to do? Are there 

areas in which we need to put forth a greater effort? 

Do we need to consider changing our method of 

carrying out a particular activity in order to be more 

effective? Should we put more focus on training 

workers in certain areas? Self-evaluation has the 

potential to be a healthy thing. However, constant 

bashing, badmouthing, and running down everything 
and everyone are neither healthy nor fruitful.  

 If you are a RED Club member, please give this a 

try. Look around. Look around at the good being done 

in your congregation. You might be surprised how 

much good stuff there is for which you could thank 

the God of heaven. Where I am a member, despite our 

flaws, we have a great work being done with Bible 

correspondence courses. We have men of blameless 

character shepherding the flock. We have edifying 

training classes each week. We have compassionate 

saints helping the lost, helping one another, and 

helping the needy. We have dedicated Bible class 

teachers. We have deacons who are ready to serve on 

demand. If you are trying to sell the idea that “Nobody 

is doing anything, everyone is dead, and except for me 

and my tight, little clique, the church is pretty much 

made up of uncommitted, untalented dead weights,” 

then you need to peddle your propaganda elsewhere 
because we are not buying or tolerating it here. 

 To the dedicated members of the Run Everybody 

Down Club, we ask, “Where is the mercy?” Jesus 

said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy” (Matthew 5:7). “For judgment is without mercy 

to the one who has shown no mercy” (James 2:13).   

-- Roger D. Campbell 



2 Corinthians 5:10-15 – JUDGMENT MATTERS  

 For many Christians, the fifth chapter of 2 

Corinthians has a familiar ring to it. For sure, it is a 

most encouraging message! In it we learn to look 

beyond this life to what the Lord has prepared for us 

“over there” (5:1-9), and we also are reminded of our 

reconciliation to God (5:17-21).  

 In between those two topics is a section on 

judgment matters (5:10-15). Let us take a closer look 

at this middle passage of the chapter, especially at 

verse ten, where it is written, “For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive the things done in the body, according to what 

he has done, whether good or bad.” When it comes to 

judgment matters, what can we learn from this verse 

and some of the statements which follow? 

   The Judge – the Christ – “before the judgment 

seat of Christ” (5:10). Jesus said, “For the Father 

judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the 

Son” (John 5:22). The Father created all things via the 

Son (Hebrews 1:1,2), saves the world through Jesus (1 

John 4:14), and one day will judge the world through 

that One whom He raised from the dead (Acts 17:31). 

   The judged – all people – “we must all” stand 

before the King of kings (5:10). While the context of 2 

Corinthians 5 speaks specifically about the affairs of 

Christians, other Bible passages make it plain that all 

people of all nations, regardless of their spiritual 

status, will be judged by the Christ. All nations will be 

gathered before Him to be separated, as a shepherd 

separates sheep from goats (Matthew 5:31,32). The 

Bible says that through the risen Son, God will judge 

“the world” (Acts 17:31). No one will be exempt from 

such. 

   Type of judgment – individual, personal – 

“each one” is to be judged (5:10). Such judgment for 

each person will be according to “what he has done.” 

There will be no one standing in as a substitute and no 

one will be able to be judged on behalf of another. 

The judgment of the Christ will be given to each 

person as an individual. That truth cries out for each 

one of us to be ready for that great occasion! 

   Judgment based on our conduct in this life – 

“the things done in the body” (5:10). In the writings of 

the apostle Paul, at times the word “body” refers to the 

church, but in the context of 2 Corinthians 5, Paul has 

been writing about our “earthly house”/physical body 

(5:1), being at home in our earthly body (5:6), and 

being absent from our physical body (5:8). When Paul 

writes about judgment being carried out in such a way 

that “each one may receive the things done in the 

body” (5:10), the reference is to our conduct while 

living on earth in our physical body. The implication 

is that our judgment will not be based on anything 

which might transpire after we leave this world. 

Again, we are reminded to live our lives in such a way 

that we will be ready for the coming judgment. 

   Judgment according to a standard – “whether 

good or bad” (5:10). It is not a question of whether 

the standard of judgment itself is good or bad – it is 

God’s standard, so, of course, it is good. The “good or 

bad” refers to one’s conduct in this life. God’s word is 

the standard of truth by which each person will be 

judged. The word of the Christ will judge both those 

who reject Him and those who follow Him (John 

12:48). Those who “do good” will be raised and 

judged to life eternal, while those who do evil be 

raised and judged to eternal condemnation (John 

5:28,29). God’s Son will pronounce the final 

judgment for each individual, but each person’s own 

choices in life will determine his/her eternal destiny. 

In this life, men may ignore, mock, or despise God’s 

standard for right living, but when they stand before 

the Savior in judgment, their life will be measured by 

that standard and nothing else.  

   The Lord’s terror and judgment – “Knowing, 

therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men . . 

.” (5:11). This thought comes immediately after Paul’s 

declaration about each person appearing before the 

Christ’s judgment seat (5:10). Thus, the Lord’s terror 

should motivate us to have proper thinking about the 

judgment and have proper conduct in order to be 

prepared for that judgment.  

 What motivates us to teach others and tell them 

about the Lord’s judgment? Here are some answers 

from the context of 2 Corinthians 5: (1) The terror of 

the Lord moves us to tell them of His judgment 

(5:11); (2) The love of the Christ compels us tell 

others of His judgment (5:14); (3) What Jesus did for 

us (“One died for all”) motivates us to declare the 

judgment (5:14,15); (4) We want people to know 

God’s will and rather than live for self, learn to live 

for Jesus and be ready to face His judgment (5:15).  

 Every person needs to know what the Bible says 

about judgment matters. For those who are unprepared 

for that occasion, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). On the 

other hand, those who walk with the Lord in love 

“have boldness in the day of judgment” (1 John 4:17).  
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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